Planning Matters
I have seen a planning notice outside a property what does it mean? 
Most local people first become aware there is a planning application being considered by West Berkshire Council when an orange notice is displayed outside the property or site. 

The notice will give brief information about the purpose of the application and provides a planning application reference number. If you wish to make representations to West Berkshire Council about the planning application click on the link West Berkshire Council Planning . Written representations can be made through this portal. Instructions are available on line.

Where can I see the Planning application?
Plans are available on the website at West Berkshire Council Planning and hard copies are held at the Council Offices.

Who is the planning officer dealing with the Planning Application?
Once an application is validated at West Berkshire Council a planning officer will be assigned to the case. He/she will come out and view the site/property and ensure the orange notice is displayed

Who else receives notification that there has been a planning application?
At the time an application is validated other departments in West Berkshire Council and the Parish Council will receive a copy of the plans and invited to provide observations/ feedback on the planning application. Councillors will have the opportunity to view the plans in paper format or on the local authority's website and may even visit the site/property prior to the next available Parish Council meeting. 

How do I know an application will be considered by the Parish Council?
Planning applications that will be considered at a forthcoming Parish Council meeting will be included on a planning schedule and displayed in the Parish Council notice board 3 clear working days before the meeting along with the Agenda. At the meeting the Parish Council, as one of the consultees in the planning process, will provide either a no objection or an objection decision and provide local information needed to be considered by the Planning Officer. The feedback is returned to West Berkshire Council, the local planning authority.

I wish to provide comments on a planning application, who do I write to? 
You should write to the Planning Authority, West Berkshire Council. If you wish the Parish Council to be aware of your representation when considering the planning application please send a copy by email to the Parish Clerk.

What happens when the Consultation is coming to an end?
Having visited the site, the Planning Officer will consider the application against the relevant national, regional and local planning policies and will consider all representations made. A decision of approval or refusal will be made.

Who has the final say on a planning application, Parish Council or West Berkshire Council?
The Parish Council does not have the final say on a planning application. They are only one of the consultees. West Berkshire Council is the planning authority and they will make the final decision. Their aim is to ensure that developments in the authority's boundaries are in the right place and of the highest quality.

Is my property in the Chieveley Village Conservation Area?
The West Berkshire Council digital map will confirm whether your property is within a conservation area using the link West Berkshire Council Digital Map
Using the legend on the right hand side select Local Plan and check the Conservation Area box. Conservation areas will be marked up on the map.

I have a tree in my back garden and need to know if it has a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on it?
The West Berkshire Council digital map will confirm whether a tree in your garden has a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) using the link West Berkshire Council Digital Map 

Using the legend on the right hand side to select Environment and check Tree Preservation Orders (TPO). TPO's will be marked up on the map.

You can also contact West Berkshire Council and speak to the Tree Preservation Officer.

